Abstract
Introduction
Ecotourism is quite popular in tourism literature and tourism activities at present. Ecotourism means many things to many people. To some it means ecologically sound tourism while to others it is synonymous to nature tourism. The International Ecotourism Society defi nes ecotourism as "responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the welfare of local people". Likewise, Gurung (2007) states it as ecologically sustainable tourism that fosters environmental and cultural understanding, appreciation and conservation. Ecotourism has benefi ted the environment by stimulating measures to protect physical features of the environment, historic sites and monuments and wildlife. The natural areas are becoming major attraction and constitute the basis for what is now known as nature tourism or 'ecotourism. It should have a minimum impact on resources and bio-physical processes, use little energy, cause little pollutions and contribute to the welfare of local and indigenous population.
Trekking, hiking, bird watching, nature photography, wildlife safaris, camping, mountain climbing, fi shing, snorkeling, river rafting and canoeing, and botanical and zoological studies are some of the forms of ecotourism. According to Lars Eric, ecotourism in a single word is "Respect." Respect is the root of everything worthwhile and good-respect to nature, local people, culture, history, community, aspirations and tourist themselves (Cited in Chauhan, 2004) . It is a form of tourism involving visiting fragile, pristine, and usually protected areas, intended as a low-impact and often small scale alternative to standard commercial tourism. In addition to evaluating environmental and cultural factors, an integral part of ecotourism is the promotion of recycling, energy effi ciency, water conservation, and creation of economic opportunities for local communities. For these reasons, ecotourism often appeals to advocates of environmental and social responsibility (Tewari, 1994) . Ecotourism discourages mass tourism, mass constructions of hotels, tourism resorts and mass activities in fragile areas".
Since 1980s ecotourism has been considered as a critical endeavor by environmentalists, so that future generations may experience destinations relatively untouched by human intervention. It includes programs that minimize the negative aspects of conventional tourism on the environment and enhance the cultural integrity of local people. In addition to evaluating environmental and cultural factors, an integral part of ecotourism is the promotion of recycling, energy effi ciency, water conservation, and creation of economic opportunities for local communities. Ecotourism often appeals to advocate of environmental and social responsibility. The major components of ecotourism include travel, environment, economy, culture, people and development or change. Sustainable development has become prevalent concepts since the mid 980s, and ecotourism has experienced arguably the fastest growth of all sub-sectors in the tourism industry. The popularity represents a change in tourist perceptions, increased environmental awareness, and a desire to explore natural environments.
Ecotourism has greater implications in local as well as national economy. Sustainability as well as development concern of ecotourism destination is equally important. However, little attention has been paid to promote ecotourism by exploring possible ecotourism destinations in Nepal. In this context, this study aimed at highlighting tourism assets and tourism infrastructures and its future prospects of Bandipur area, a well known historic site of Nepal.
Study Area
The study area Bandipur is located in the eastern part of Tanahun district (Figure 1 Nepal's combination of stunning natural environment and strong cultural heritage, make it a truly remarkable country for the development of ecotourism. In fact, ecotourism in Nepal tends to blend with adventure tourism with the magnifi cent mountain peaks attracting trekkers and mountaineers from around the world. Various protected areas have been established in Nepal and play a vital role in ecotourism for the country.
Tourism is the backbone and leading sector for the economic development of developing countries like Nepal, the contribution of tourism for the development of national economy is about (4 percent) and 18 percent of total foreign exchange earnings.
Factors of Ecotourism in Bandipur
Bandipur offers varieties of attraction to the visitors. Visitors from all over the world have been visiting Bandipur to experience its cultural heritage, views of world famous Himalayan peaks, unique architecture preserved in ancient towns and the fl ora and fauna of this wonderful land (Suyal,1999) . Bandipur is paramount of socio-cultural and natural assets. Diversity in nature and culture is the major component of ecotourism development. A glimpse of tourism assets are as follows:
Data Sources
This study covers only historically signifi cant and natural paradise areas of Bandipur area. The study is confi ned only to ecotourism in Bandipur. Both primary and secondary sources of information are used. Household survey, fi eld observation and key informant interview were the main techniques applied to obtain primary data and information. Intensive observation was also made to acquire necessary information. Secondary data was obtained from various published and unpublished sources like relevant literature, news papers, journals, research report and others.
Ecotourism in Nepal
Nepal is one of the richest countries for the nature sources, culture and traditional heritages lays 7 world cultural heritage sites in her bosom. Nepal has more than 100 ethnic groups and their own cultural 
Diversity in Nature
Scenic Beauty: Bandipur is a nature gifted and nature paradise overlooking the incredible expanse of the Marshyngdi river valley and lush terraced fi eld being strategically located in central areas of mixed canopy of pine and Sal forest (Raniban, Gurunchhe hill, Mukundeshwori ) for the fi nest views that the area has to offer. It offers a breath taking sweep of the Himalayan range from Langtang in the east to Dhaulagiri in the west (Dhaulagiri, Annapurna, Manaslu and the Ganesh Himal). From nearby hill tops one can see as far as Manakamana and Gorkha to the east, great Chitwan plains to the south. Among the panorama scene of beautiful mountains, Mahabharat range is the fi nest attraction for tourists, the view of Chhimkeshwori (one of the highest hill of Nepal) in the southeast of Bandipur and Mukundeshwori hill in the west of the Bandipur bazaar has equally contributed in the beauty ad attraction of Bandipur. The view of glorious sunshine and sun set from Tundhikhel and Gurungche hill also attract the visitors. For the eco trekkers or eco tourists, high snow capped mountains, the Marshyangdi River, lush terraced fi elds all combine to offer a never ending blissful experience. Biodiversity: Diversity in fl ora and fauna is the product of nature. Bandipur is enormously important from the biodiversity aspect. 
Eco trekking
Among the tourist adventure activities in Nepal trekking is by far the most popular. The diversity in Nepal's nature and range of exotic culture makes this country ideal for trekking. Bandipur is also a most potential destination due to possessing most unusual ad delightful trekking routs. Numerous foot trials constructed in ancient period and carrying historical and traditional signifi cance, running as spider's nets are in Bandipur (Table 1) . On the way of traveling, the tourist enjoy with farmers in agricultural farms, local culture (Rodhi, Chutka, Balun, Sorathi) and local foods. The visitors can do paragliding, rafting in Seti and Trishuli including rock climbing and, bee hunting.
Sightseeing around Bandipur
A number of places are favorable for sightseeing around Bandipur by walk (Table 2) . 
Socio-cultural Diversity
Socio cultural assets are also crucial components to pull the tourists. Sites and areas of archeological interests, historical building and monument, place of historical signifi cance, museum, modern culture, political and educational institutions and religious institutions are socio cultural products in any destination. National festivals, arts, handicrafts, music and folklore, native life and customs are also traditional products. These above all socio cultural or traditional products are the great assets of Bandipur to compel the tourist to travel , stay and enjoy for more and more days in there, as they expected.
Bandipur, an ancient Newari mountain town having abundance of ancient houses, temples of great signifi cance and historical architecture, this medieval era town boasts festivals all year around, besides a plethora of cultural offerings neighboring Magar, Gurung, Bahun, Chhetry, Damai and Sarki villages all contribute to the cultural diversity of the region. 
Historical Monuments

Colorful Festivals
Diversity in caste system produces the multiplicity of festivals in Bandipur. Almost Brahmin, Magar, Gurung and other ethnic groups of Bandipur have their own specifi c festivals celebrated in different occasions. Among them some major are as follows: 
Conclusion
Bandipur is a new emerging ecotourism destination characterized by natural beauty, scenic attraction and cultural diversity. It is the land of nature gifted and natural paradise overlooking the incredible expanse of the Marshyangdi river valley and lush terraced fi elds, offering a breathtaking sweep of spectacular Himalayas with lofty peaks from Langtang in the east to Dhaulagiri in the west. Similarly, it is an ancient mountain settlement of Newars with an abundance of ancient houses, temples of great signifi cance and historical architecture. In addition, accessibility, pleasant climate, suitable place for view point and simple and friendly people make Bandipur unique ecotourism destination. Many tourists visit this area for trekking, sightseeing, rock climbing, paragliding, bird watching as well as study or research. These ecotourism activities can have signifi cant impacts on employment, education, and income level of local people.
Bandipur-Ramkot,Bandipur-Chhimkeshwari, Bandipur-Chhabdibarahi and BimalnagarBandipur eco-trekking routes are unique and mysterious having natural and cultural diversity especially typical Magar settlement with round houses, the forest of the rhododendron and orchid. There is a cultural integration among Newar, Magar and Gurung communities.
